
Welton Primary School: History Vocabulary 
Black — appears only once or is the first time the children will encounter         Green – words learnt before 

Local, British and International History 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

space 
moon 
race 

 

NASA 
International 

Space 
Station 

European 
Space 

Agency 
astronaut 

launch 
mission 

lunar 
Apollo 
orbit 

factory 
mines 

childhood 
football 

 

Queen 
Victoria 

Victorians 
Victorian 
Empire 

ruler 
monarch 

reign 
coronation 
compulsory 

disease 
hygiene 
poverty 
butler 
maid 

chimney 
sweep 
Ragged 
school 

upper class 
working class 

racism 
Northampton 
World War 1 

 

farming 
land 

clearance 
nation 

raid 
 

ancient 
archaeologist 
archaeology 
civilisation 

extinct 
flint 

hearths 
migration 

Neanderthal 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 

Palaeolithic 
prehistory 

nomad 
settler 

ransack 
pagan 

Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle 

monastery 
marauder 
extortion 
conquest 
emperor 
fortress 

infra-
structure 
invasion 
province 
rebellion 
Roman 

settlement 
tribes 

locality 
monastery 
settlement 

pagan 
 

economy 
missionary 
Scandinavia 

conquer 
resistance 
kingdom 

realm 
ritual 
treaty 

massacre 
Danegeld 
longship 
Danelaw 
Beserker 
Valhalla 
Viking 

Viking raid 
Knarr 

 
 

civilisation 
citizen 

architecture 
urban 

warfare 
culture 

merchant 
military 
society 

influence 
Stone Age 

 

democracy 
flood plain 

barter 
Sanskrit 

Acropolis 
Brahman 
Ganges 

Mauryan 
Buddhism 
Dharma 

Stupa 
Harappans 

Aryans 
Nomadic 

Vedas 
Gana 
Raja 

Caste system 
Guru 
Dhoti 

Mohenjodaro 
citadel 

mythology 
philosophy 

Polis 
polytheist 

Chichen Itza 
deities 

hierarchy 
indigenous 

Mayan 
Mesoamerica 

plaza 
city-state 

hieroglyphics 

trade 
life       

expectancy 
immune 
system 
sewer 

death rate 
boycott 
petition 
treaty 

resistance 
 

East India 
Company 

trading post 
Industrial 

Revolution 
slave trade 
dominance 

territory 
ethnicity 
dominion 

head of state 
govern 

sovereign 
austerity 
protocol 

slave 
slavery 
servant 

segregation 
exploitation 

colony 
parliament 
peasantry 
plantation 
Barracoon 
abolition 

British Empire 
physician 
expansion 

anaesthetic 
amputation 
dissolution 
dispensary 

coffles 
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glyphs 
priests 

 

laissez-faire 
germ theory 

invasive 
surgery 
board of 
health 
typhus 
cholera 
miasma 

inoculation 
eradication 

slum housing 
opium 

pasteurisation 

Historical or Technical vocabulary 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

before I was 
born 
years 
object 

photograph 
picture 
flight 

explore 
explain 
plane 
local 

a long time 
ago 
old 

anniversary 
past 

present 
modern 
before 
after 

similarity 

artefact 
legacy 

historical 
event 

history 
inventor 
famous 
memory 

 
 

sequence 
famous 

compare 
change 

experiences 
individual 

achievement 
different 
similar 

chronology 
source 

significant 
timeline 
images 

continuity 
 

artefact 
evidence 

legacy 
remains 

resources 
change 

continuity 
 

century 
circa 

discovery 
era 

 

research 
decades 
century 
cause 

consequence 
significant 

primary 
source 

secondary 
source 
tertiary 
source 

excavation 
 

ancient 
modern 

argument 
 

demise 
interpretation 
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difference 

 


