
Welton Primary School: Geography Vocabulary 
Black — appears only once or is the first time the children will encounter          Green – words learnt before  

Location/Place Knowledge 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Sea 
Map  
Land 

Travel  
Distance  

Countryside 
Country  

Hot  
Warm/er  
Cold/er 
Cloud  

Symbols  
Rain  

Report 
Flight   

Explore 
Sun 

Wind   
Direction  

Planet 
Plan  

 

United 
Kingdom  

Continent  
Ocean 
Globe  
Atlas  

North Pole  
South Pole  

Equator  
Antarctic 

Arctic 
Hail 

Forecast  
Compass  

Snow 
 Sleet 

Fog   
Season  
England  

Northern 
Ireland 

Scotland  
Wales  

London 
Edinburgh 

Cardiff  
Belfast  
Capital 

Atmosphere 
Locate 

Feature 
Settlement 

Rural 

Ocean 
Capital City  

England  
Northern 
Ireland  

Scotland 
Wales  

London  
Edinburgh 

Belfast 
Cardiff 

Journey  
Island  
Fishing  
Mining  
Tourist  
Rural 

 

 United 
Kingdom 
Continent  

Atlas 
Globe  
Africa  

Antarctica  
Asia 

North 
America 

South 
America  

Australasia 
Europe  

North Sea 
Irish Sea  
Climate 

Kimberley 
South Africa  

Tropical  
Pollution  

Conservation  
Coral  
Urban 

Environment 

Europe  
Capital City  

England 
Italy 

Spain  
France  

Germany 
Austria  
Greece 

Switzerland  
Portugal 
Language  

Border  
Crowded  
Explore  
Famous  
Tourism  

Continent 

Region  
Population  
Currency  

Regions (Italy): 
Valle d’Aosta 

Tuscany 
Lombardy 

Emilia-
Romagna 
Campania 

Sicily 
Lazio 

Veneto 
Mediterranean 
Geographical 

Features 
Environmental 

Regions 
Physical 

Characteristics 
Human 

Characteristics 
County 

Topography 
Topographical 

Features 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Atmosphere  
Equator  

North Pole  
South Pole  

Tropical  
Rainforest 
Adaptation  

Desert  
Geographical 

Features 
Topography 
Deciduous 

 
 
  
 

Equatorial  
Subequatorial  
Climate Zone  
Arctic Circle  

Tropic of 
Cancer 

Tropic of 
Capricorn  
Antarctic 

Circle  
Greenwich 

Prime 
Meridian 

Temperate 
Deforestation  

 Amazon 
 
 
 
 

Sea level 
Features 

Landscape 
Population 

Industry 
Mountains 
Coastline 
Compass 
Symbol 

Environmental  
region 

Physical    
characteristics 

Human       
characteristics 

Trade links 
Indian Ocean 

Asia 
Tropical 
Humid 

 

Latitude 
Longitude 
Economic   

activity 
Natural      

resources 
Natural       

distribution 
Sub-

tropical 
Semi-arid 
Himalayas 
Karakoram 

Sutlej 
Chenab 

Ravi 
Indus 

Hemisphere 
Time Zones 

Global 
Climate Zone 

Longitude 
Latitude  
Humid 
Coastal 

Rainforest 
Desert 

Savannah 
Marine 

Fresh Water 
Country 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Temperate 
Forest 
Steppe 
Tundra 
Taiga 

Coral Reef 
Globalisation 
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Human and Physical 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Physical: 
Weather 

Sea 
Wood 
Forest 
Pond 
Lake 

 
Human: 
House 
Home  

Garden 
Office 
Shops 
School 
Road  
Street 
Park 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical 
features 

 
Physical: 
Season 

Temperature 
 

Human: 
Town 
Village 

City 
Capital City   
Detached 
Terraced 

Semi-
Detached 
Bungalow 

Flat 
Cottage 

 
 
 
 
 

Physical: 
Storm  

Stream 
Natural  

Hill 
River 

Mountain 
Weather 
Season  

Soil  
Rock Pool 

Ocean  
Coast 
Cliff 

Beach 
 

Human: 
City 

Town  
Village 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Human 
features 

 
Physical: 

Dune 
Valley 

Vegetation  
Volcano  
Magma  

Dam  
Shore   

 
Human: 
Harbour 

Port 
Culture  

Pollution  
Dwelling 

 

Physical: 
Climate 

River 
Volcano  

Mountain 
Valley 

Magma  
 

 Human: 
Road 

Types of 
settlements: 

Village 
Town 
City  

 Physical  
Earthquakes  

Active 
Ash  
Core 

Crater 
Extinct 
Vent   
Crust  

Eruption 
Chamber  
Dormant  

Epi-Centre   
Fault line  

Lava 
Magnitude  

Seismic 
Wave 

Tectonic 
Plate 

Inner Core 
Outer Core 

Mantle  
 

Human: 
Hamlet  

 

Physical:  
Face 
Ridge 

Stream 
Lake  
River  
Peak 

Evaporation 
Crevice  
Plateau  
Water 
Vapour  

Endangered 
Canopy  

Forest Floor  
  

Human: 
 Land Use 

Port 
 
 
  
 

Physical 
Savannah  

Biome  
Fauna  
Flora  

Humidity  
Precipitation  

Solar 
Radiation  

Tundra  
Ecosystem  
Sustainable 

 
 Rivers: 
Source 
Mouth 

Confluence 
Tributary  
Meander  

Oxbow Lake 
Tributary  
Estuary 

Floodplain 
Transpiration  
Condensation  

Summit  
Conservation 

 
 Mountains: 

Fold 
Mountains 

Dome 
Mountains 
Fault Block 
Mountains 

Physical:  
Earthquakes 

 
Human: 

Major cities 
Position 

 

Physical:  
Terrain 

Excursion 
Contours 
Monsoon 
Typhoon 

 

Physical:  
Biome 

Vegetation 
belt 

Humidity 
Renewable 

Non-
Renewable 

Temperature 
 

 Human: 
Land use 

across the 
world  

Settlement  
Distribution  

Natural 
resources  

Energy  
Minerals  

Travel  
Flee 

 
Culture 
Conflict  

Empathy 
Community 

Shelter 
 

Trade Links: 
Trade  

Import  
Export  

Industry 

Physical: 
Geothermal 

 
Human:  
Primary 

Producer 
Secondary 
Producer  
Tertiary 

Producer  
Economy 
Resources  
Diversity  

Consumer  
Infra-

Structure  
Hosting 
Refugee 
Migrant 
Asylum 
Seeker 

Customs 
Venezuela 
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Volcanic 
Mountains 

Plateau 
Mountains  

Water Cycle 
 

Human: 
Location 

Commercial 
Trade Links 

Ferry 
Terminal 

Trade 
Goods 

Industry 

 

Skills and Fieldwork 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 Tier 2 Tier 3 

Directional:  
Near 
Far 
Left  

Right 
 

Landmarks 
Tally  

Findings 
Conclusion 

Symbols  

 

Simple 
Compass: 

North 
South 
East  
West 

 
Aerial 

Photographs 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Similarities 
Differences 

 
Directional: 

Near 
Far 
Left  

Right 
 

Simple 
Compass: 

North 
South 
East  
West 

 

Aerial 
Photographs 

Observe 
Impact 

 

8 Point 
Compass:  

North 
South  
East  
West 

North-East 
South-East 
North-West 
South-West 

 
Globes 

Google Maps  
Fieldwork 
Observe 

Sketch Maps  

Digital 
Mapping  

Co-ordinates 
Ordnance 

survey  
Physical 

Geography 
Human 

Geography 

8 Point 
Compass:  

North 
South  
East  
West 

North-East 
South-East 
North-West 
South-West 

Physical 
Geography 

Human 
Geography 

Google Maps 

Four-Figure 
grid reference  

 

Atlas 6 figure 
grid 

reference 
Scale 

(maps) 

6 figure grid 
reference 
Compare 

Study  
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Landmarks 
Tally  

Findings 
Conclusion 

Symbols  
Metres 
Minutes  
Graph  

Measure 
Record 
Positive 
Negative 

Plans 
Graphs  

Symbols  
Key  

Observations 
Patterns   

Digital 
Mapping  
Fieldwork 
Observe 
Measure 

Sketch Maps  
Plans 

Graphs 
Co-ordinates 

Symbols 
Key 

Observations  

 
 


